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HRC said good-bye to eight long-time employees in June.  Lisa Givens was the community service operations 

coordinator, Roshelle Halcomb was a social worker for Unit I, Frances Hampton was a social worker for Unit 

III, Clarissa McMurtry was the staff development director, Ruby Patterson was a direct care worker on 

Beechwood cottage, Elnora Palmer was administration assistant in the campus clinic, Stella Thomas was the 

administrative assistant for Meridian Group Homes, and Lassie Sydney was a DCW in Meridian.  Each of 

these women were excellent in their jobs and will be missed by the people they served and  fellow staff. 
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As the new chair of the Mississippi Board of Mental Health, I would like to 

introduce myself and respond to some recent news coverage about the Mis-

sissippi Department of Mental Health. 

 

My wife, Jennie and I were parents of a child with severe disabilities. We 

were life-long teachers for our entire career of 48 years.  We kept our son, 

Josh, home for more than six years with the help of our mothers. He was a 

very smart little boy and knew all his ABC’s and the pledge to the flag by the 

time he was four years old. Josh was diagnosed with a rare genetic disorder 

known as San Flippo Syndrome, which is a progressive disease that causes 

profound mental retardation and decline in health. Soon the situation became 

overwhelming when our son started sleeping a couple of hours each night 

and staying up the remaining part of the night. We had to make the decision 

to either place him in Ellisville State School or one of us quit work and take 

care of him full time. He entered Ellisville State School in 1983 at six years 

of age. He was expected to live only to 15 years of age, but due to his excel-

lent care at Ellisville State School and the love of his family, he lived until 23 years of age and died in 2000. 

 

As most parents would do, we participated in the Parents and Friends Association at Ellisville State School, 

helping to raise funds for buses, swimming pools and many other projects. We also served as the president 

of the Parents and Friends organization for many years.  I was appointed by Governor Fordice to the State 

Board of Mental Health in 1996 to represent the consumers/families and have been re-appointed by every 

Governor since, including Governor Bryant. It is important for me to tell you this so you will know that 

what I say and what I write comes from our family living and walking with our child’s mental health issues, 

primarily developmental disabilities, for over 35 years, and 21 of those years as a Board member. 

 

Many parents and advocates have to make the same decisions that we had to make in the early 80’s.  In the 

80’s, our son could have lived in a group setting; however, his health declined such that he had to have 

medical care that would have been costly and difficult to provide in a private home setting. His being at El-

lisville State School was the best option for him. Having options and choices is what we want for families. 

 

During the 2017 legislative session, there were many legislators who supported DMH and stood up for the 

individuals and families we serve. We can’t thank them enough for their support. Unfortunately, there are 

some elected officials who would have you believe their knowledge of the Department of Mental Health is 

vast; however, I would ask if they have ever toured or visited a DMH Program. The individuals that suffer 

most from all this political rhetoric are the clients, their families and the dedicated staff providing services. 

 

As the new chair, I want to fully work with the Governor’s Office and members of the legislature to con-

tinue to improve our system and expand community services and choices for our loved ones. We want to 

make sure that the people remain the focus, not politics. 

 

Robert Landrum 

Chair, Mississippi Board of Mental Health 

Ellisville, MS 

“Differences in religious beliefs, politics, social status, and position are all secondary. When we look at some-

one with compassion, we are able to see beyond these secondary differences and connect to the primary es-

sence that binds all humans together as one.” ~ Dalai Lama  
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MONTHLY TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
                                                                           Submitted by Sherika Watts 

 

New Employee Orientation  July 10 - 14 

     July 24 - 28 

 

CPR: Heartsaver CPR  July 21, 9:00 a.m. 

   (call 6070 for information) 

 

MANDT Campus Classes  July 6 & 7  

   (call 6078 for information) 

 

Mandated Topic   HIPAA 
 

 Dignitaries Tour Hudspeth Center Campus 
.A Word from DMH Executive Director Diana Mikula 

 

 

As you have probably read in the media, there are many changes happening at the Department of Mental 

Health. Just last week, we announced plans to consolidate various aspects of our programs in an effort to re-

duce administrative overhead while continuing to deliver quality services to Mississippians in need. 

 

The department’s six programs for mental health services will be consolidated under the umbrellas of two of 

its current programs, Mississippi State Hospital and East Mississippi State Hospital. Specialized Treatment 

Facility will become a satellite program of Mississippi State Hospital, while North Mississippi State Hospital, 

South Mississippi State Hospital, and Central Mississippi Residential Center will become satellite programs of 

East Mississippi State Hospital in Meridian. This is similar to a consolidation in FY17 when the Mississippi 

Adolescent Center became a satellite program under Boswell Regional Center.  

 

The Mississippi Legislature, in our appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2018, gave the Department of Mental 

Health a lump sum budget number for all of our programs so that we could have the flexibility to reorganize 

and consolidate programs as needed. This reorganization will allow our programs to have the ability to share 

administrative staff and resources. This is a streamlining of backroom operations and will not impact the deliv-

ery of services to people in need at these programs. We will be able to accomplish this streamlining of admin-

istrative services through attrition, retirements, and the elimination of vacant positions. 

 

By consolidating and streamlining services at our behavioral health programs for administrative purposes, we 

will be able to keep acute psychiatric services available in communities throughout Mississippi with our satel-

lite locations. Mississippians should have the opportunity to live in the community and be included in their 

community. Services must be provided on a continuum of where the person is at that time and what their needs 

are at that time. Needs may range from outpatient therapy – to case management – to crisis services - to com-

mitment to a behavioral health program. In all of these areas, we must keep our focus person-centered. 

 

I appreciate the support we have received from all of our staff during this process. Our mission will continue to 

be providing a better tomorrow for people in need of our services. The only way we can provide a better to-

morrow is by working together. I truly believe we are seeing change within the state’s mental health system 

because of the commitment we all have to provide the services and supports needed to help people have a bet-

ter quality of life. I thank you for your dedication to the people we serve. 

 

 

Left to right:  HRC Director Mike Harris, Senator Sollie Norwood, Roshelle Halcomb, Representative  

Michael Evans, Heather Evans, Representative Randy Rushing, HRC Assistant Director Jerrie Barnes, and 

Miss. Dept. of Mental Health Executive Deputy Director Steven Allen. 

 

Sam’s Club will be in the HRC administration building 

lobby on Friday, July 14th.  This is for your convenience and 

Sam’s Club has no affiliation with HRC.  Membership is $45 

and comes with a $10 gift card. 

FREE DIABETES  

SCREENING ON HRC CAMPUS 
 

Any person on the State Health Plan 

can be screened for diabetes on July 

20.  Screening will be done in 

Chastain boardroom from 8:00 a.m. 

until 2:00 p.m. by a team from the 

Diabetes Care Group of Flowood.   

The test for diabetes takes very little 

time.  If you already have diabetes, 

you still can come to be tested to see 

how well you are doing on your cur-

rent plan of taking care of your diabe-

tes.  This is a separate test and takes 

about 6 minutes.  Diabetes can be 

helped with diet, nutrition, exercise, 

and medication. 

 

EIRC Scrub Sale - July 7 

Chastain Auditorium 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Stewart Rutledge of Oxford has been appointed to the Mississippi Board of Mental 

Health by Governor Phil Bryant.  Mr. Rutledge is  real estate developer who will serve as 

the citizen representative for the First Congressional District for a seven-year term begin-

ning 

July 1. 

 

Mr. Rutledge earned a bachelor’s degree in physics, summa cu laude, from the University of 

Mississippi and graduated with honors from the University of Mississippi Law School.  Mr. 

Rutledge is also a family member of a person who receives mental health services.  He 

serves as Mississippi’s representative on the Federal Advisory Committee on Juvenile Jus-

tice in Washington, D.C. 


