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MONTHLY TRAINING  

OPPORTUNITIES 

 
New Employee Orientation April 1 - 5 

    April 16 - 22 

 

MANDT Recertification  April 11 

    April 24 

 

CPR Class   April 12 

Please call 6070 to confirm 

 

Community In-Service April 15 

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, 

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

found that the stone had been rolled away 

from the entrance.  She ran and found Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, "They have 

taken the Lord's body out of the tomb, and I don't know where they have 

put him!"  Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb to see.  The other 

disciple outran Peter and got there first.  He stooped and looked in and saw 

the linen cloth lying there, but he didn't go in.  Then Simon Peter arrived 

and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there,  while the 

cloth that had covered Jesus' head was folded up and lying to the side.  Then 

the other disciple also went in, and he saw and believed -- 

(John 20:1-8) 

Collective Goods Books & Gifts will be here 
on April 23rd.  This EIRC fundraiser will be a 
great time to purchase a wonderful gift for 
your mom for Mother’s Day. 
Staff who have worked at HRC for a year or 
more will be eligible for payroll deduction. 

Brett Recognized 

The Mississippi House of Representatives honored Renee Brett this morning with House Concurrent Resolution No. 78, authored 

by Representatives Gary Staples and Donnie Scoggin. The resolution recognized Ms. Brett for 40 years of outstanding service to 

the Mississippi Department of Mental Health. During that time, she has served in a number of roles with DMH, including as a 

Recreation Aide, a Music Therapist Supervisor, and Director of Ellisville State School. She currently serves as Director of the 

Bureau of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, a position she has held since 2017.  

 

The resolution notes Ms. Brett has always emphasized people's abilities instead of their disabilities, and she believes the people 

DMH serves have a right to make their own decisions to live the lives they want to live. Pictured are (L to R) Rep. Donnie Scog-

gin, Renee Brett, Speaker of the House Philip Gunn, and Rep. Gary Staples. Thank you to Renee for your dedication and services, 

and thank you to Speaker Gunn, Rep. Staples, Rep. Scoggin, and the Mississippi House of Representatives for recognizing her 40 

years of service. 

Governor Proclaims March  

IDD Month 
 

Members of the Department of Mental Health 

and a few of the people served by the depart-

ment joined Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant 

when he signed a proclamation declaring March 

as Intellectual and Developmental Awareness 

Month in Mississippi. 

The proclamation declared Mississippi citizens 

with IDD deserve the same support, acceptance, 

and respect as all Mississippians. 

HRC’s own Kisha Morgan, Estelle Palmer, 

Melanie Hollins, and a person served at Holly 

House participated in the signing. 
 

 

The Friends of Hudspeth Center’s an-

nual golf tournament is their largest form 

of income.  Players ($100 per player), hole 

sponsors ($125), t-shirt sponsors ($150), hole 

& t-shirt sponsors ($250), tournament sponsors 

($1,000), and door prizes are all needed to 

make the tournament successful.  If you know 

of anyone or any business that might want to 

participate in any sponsoring capacity, please 

call Bel in public relations for information. 

The Friends organization is always there to be 

a help to the people we serve and rarely turn 

down requests for money.  With your help we 

can make this the best tournament ever! 

Staff Easter Egg Hunt will be 
April 18 at 3:00 p.m. sponsored by 
the Friends of Hudspeth Center. 



 
 

 

 

. 

 March Madness, Hudspeth Style 

IDD Day at the Capitol was March 26th.  Anedra Longstreet, Rankin and Brandon Group Home Director, 

manned the wonderfully designed Hudspeth Center display in the Rotunda.  Coupled with some good 

snacks, Ms. Longstreet’s display brought many to her table to look and talk.   

Worldwide Down 

Syndrome Day was 

celebrated on 3/19, 

when staff wore bright 

or mismatched socks 

in recognition of the 

day.  

Worldwide Down 

Syndrome Day began 

in 2012    Kristin Merritte                   Jerrie Barnes                       Jamesia Gilbert            Tim Drane 

Competition was fast and furious as March Madness swept 

through Hudspeth Regional Center on March 22nd.  Under the di-

rection of Patrick Cannon and referee Lamar Joiner the players 

frantically tried to make the basket.  Unfortunately, even with their 

best efforts, Oxford HealthCare mopped up everyone.  They just 

could not be stopped. 

Several staff members shot for the title of the three-point trophy.  

Playing in rain boots, Anfernee Dotson from the maintenance de-

partment won the three-point contest WEARING TALL RAIN-

BOOTS and achieving his first trophy ever. 

Thanks, Patrick & friends,  for a fun morning. 

One of April’s re-

cipients of the 

Above and Beyond 

recognition is Kosci-

usko Group Home’s  

Floretha Smith.   
Kosciusko Group 

Home Director 

Windy Shields says Floretha assists in every aspect of 

group home operations and her main priority is to 

make sure the people are happy and well cared for. She 

has everyone’s interest at heart.  She is a past EOQ. 

Another Above and Beyond 

recipient for the month of April 

is Whitney Fountain from 

Morton Group Home.  Group 

home director Kellie Stewart 

says, “Since becoming the rec-

reational staff at Morton Group 

Home, Whitney has gone be-

yond my expectations in providing activities the peo-

ple will enjoy.  She has excellent communication and 

rapport with the people.  I can say choosing her to fill 

the position was the best decision.” 
A bad manager can take good staff and destroy it, causing the best employees to flee and the remainder to lose 

all motivation. 


