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MONTHLY TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
                                                                               Submitted by Clarissa McMurtry 
 

New Employee Orientation    November 4 - 8 

 

MANDT Recertification    November 14 

 

CPR Class       November 15 

  (call 6070 of 6072 to enroll)     

 

Mandated Topic: Driving & Transporting Safety  

(HRC drivers only) 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 November Calendar 
 

November 1  Cancer Roadblock 

November 5  VOTE!!!!!!!!!! 

November 11  Veteran’s Day Holiday 

November 19  Book Sale 

November 28 & 29 Thanksgiving Holidays 

December 6  Parade (this year’s parade 

theme is a tropical Christmas) 

 

 

Goo-

 

Al- Too tired ?????????? 

Fall Fest 2019 

 

November 2019 

IDD in Hollywood 
Submitted by Timila Bell 

 

          Becoming rich and famous after having starred on a hit sitcom or graced the silver screen is a dream of 

many people.  Fortunately, that dream is becoming a reality for more and more talented people including those 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  This year, the IDD community has made a splash in televi-

sion and film.  Their experiences are FINALLY being integrated into modern entertainment narratives.  Below 

are a few of the IDD actors making waves in Hollywood.   

 NBC’s most popular fall drama, This Is Us, is currently in season four.  New cast mate Blake Stadnik 

plays Jack Damon, a successful singer-songwriter musician who is visually impaired.  SPOILER ALERT: he 

is the adult version of ‘baby Jack’- Kate and Toby’s son (respectively played by Chrissy Metz and Chris Sulli-

van).  His successful musical career and growing family take place in the future timeline of the show.  Like his 

character, Stadnik is visually impaired.  He was diagnosed with Stargardt disease which creates blurry vision, 

blind spots, and trouble seeing colors (www.latimes.com).  Stadnik has not been shy about addressing his con-

dition with fans.  On Instagram he wrote, “Yes, I am legally blind. I have some vision; enough to get around in 

my everyday life, but I occasionally use a cane. I also use a number of assistive tech devices to do things like 

read or use my computer.” (www.cheatsheet.com) 

 Stumptown is ABC’s new crime drama starring Colbie Smulders as Dex Parios a veteran with PTSD 

who becomes a private detective.  ‘Stumptown’ is the nickname of Portland, Oregon where the show takes 

place.  Co-starring Smulders is Cole Sibus as Ansel Parios, the younger brother to Dex Parios.  Like his char-

acter, Sibus has Down Syndrome.  His character works in a bar and remains in the care of his sister.     

 Making his film debut this year was Zack Gottsagen in The Peanut Butter Falcon.  Gottsagen, who has 

Down Syndrome, stars as Zak, a young man who runs away from a residential nursing home to pursue his 

dream of becoming a wrestler.  His companion on this journey is a man he meets along the way named Tyler 

played by Shia LeBeouf.  This film has received significant praise from critics including a score of 95% on 

Rottentomatoes (www.rottentomatoes.com). 

 It is very refreshing to view and enjoy stories that include the everyday experiences of those with intel-

lectual and developmental disabilities.  Their presence in Hollywood can remove the stigma of having a dis-

ability and mainstream the idea that everyone can and has the right to pursue his or her dreams.  Who knows?  

The next Academy Award, Tony, Emmy, or Golden Globe winner could be an individual who is a part of the 

very community we serve.  The sky is the limit!  

Please support your employee incentive recognition committee (EIRC) by shopping at the Books 
are fun Booksale on Tuesday, November 19th.  The money made from the sale is used for gifts, 
plaques, gift cards, etc. for the HRC staff.   
Please come look, shop, have fun, and enjoy doug and his gifts for sale. 

Thank you HPER and all he staff who made this event happen. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Pictured l to r:  HRC Asst. Director Tim Drane;  D&E Director, Dr. Kristin Merritte:  PT Tech,      Ray-

mond Craft; HRC Director, Jerrie Barnes;  PT Tech, Charles Collier;  and  PT Director, Mary Lou 

Russell. 

HRC Staff Receive Certificate 

 

U.S. Custom officials were recently in Morton, Mississippi, and while performing their duties one of the 

officials came across a young man with intellectual and developmental disabilities who was having to 

use a stroller as a wheelchair.  The Custom’s official contacted Matt Nalker, Director of the Arc of Mis-

sissippi.  After hearing the story, Mr. Nalker called Hudspeth Center’s D&E Director, Dr. Kristen Mer-

ritte.  Together the two approached HRC’s Assistant Director, Tim Drane about the hardship of this 

young man.  From there, wheels started turning.  With assistance from physical therapist Mary Lou Rus-

sell and her staff, Charles Collier and Raymond Craft, a wheelchair was located that was no longer used.  

With the help of nurses Lea Holifield and Alex Morado, the young man was fitted with the chair that 

fitted him perfectly!  For the first time this young man was able to look around above knee level and see 

the world.  It was incredible how all things turned out so perfectly.  For their caring  actions, HRC was 

awarded the Arc’s Above & Beyond award. 

Above and Beyond Winner is Earlean Keyes 

 

Assistant Director, Tim Drane, awards monthly a staff member who goes that extra mile.  This month’s 

winner is Ms. Earlean Keyes and she certainly goes above and beyond in all she does for HRC. 

Director of Nursing, Lance Sigrest, refers to Ms. Keyes as “the heart and soul of the clinic.”  She has been 

the phlebotomist for the clinic for years and years.  For those confused on the word phlebotomist, it means 

she draws all the blood from the people we serve on campus.  She learned this skill while working at 

Hudspeth Center. 

Ms. Keyes began her career at Mississippi State Hospital in 1955!  She came to Hudspeth Center two 

weeks after it opened and has been working circles around other employees since she began her job.  Look 

for much more about Ms. Keyes in the future.  A staff member who has dedicated most of her life to              

serving people with mental illness and IDD deserves and will be celebrated!   Congratulations, Ms. Keyes. 

 

A Little of This & That 

 

There will be a box in the administration building the month of November to collect toys for Toys for Tots.  

If you are so moved, please pick up a toy and drop it in the box for children who will depend on the organi-

zation for their Christmas.  The box will be picked up on December 6th. 

Several staff have questioned whether their Friends of Hudspeth Center dues need to be paid.  The dues 

run January till December.  If you are questioning your dues, just wait until the end of December 2019 or 

until January 2020 and pay your dues at that time. 

Your Employee Incentive Recognition Committee will host The Book Sale on Tuesday, November 19th.  

Payroll deduction will be available to full-time staff who have worked at least 6 months.  The money raised 

at the fundraiser will be used for gifts for direct care workers, Christmas gifts, and other staff related events.  

Doug Benge will have a great selection of items at the sale.  Buy something fun for yourself and lots of 

Christmas gifts.  He always has lots of cute and neat stuff for kids.  Everyone is invited. 

Please VOTE on November 5th 

 

Your editor read that in 2016 during the presidential election 70% of Americans between 18 & 29 years 

old DID NOT VOTE and 60% or 30-44 years old DID NOT VOTE.  However, 38% of 45 t0 64 years 

old did not vote and only 15% of those 64 and older didn’t vote.  Minority votes were down 7%. 

We cannot progress as a country if we allow ourselves to go unheard.  All people need to be heard, but 

if you are not voting you are not being heard.   

In the gubernatorial election many things are at stake and one of them being is the potential damage to 

your retirement with the state.  Remember how many years it took to get a raise before this year?  Take 

time to find out what these politicians stand for and want for our state. 

Remember, when you go vote to bring a form of identification.  You can bring a driver’s license, a 

passport, a US military photo ID, a firearms license, a Mississippi voter identification card, a govern-

ment employee photo ID, a tribal photo ID, or a student photo ID from a Miss. College or Jr. College. 


