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has ever
become
poor by
giving."
Anne Frank

"You can give
without

loving, but you
cannot love

without
giving."
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BLOODBLOOD
  DRIVEDRIVE

On June 16th Mississippi Blood
Services visited HRC for another blood
drive.  Donors received a $10 Chick-
Fil-A gift card, t-shirt,  and a ticket for a
two-hour lunch break. MS Blood
Services is always in need of
donations.  Donating blood can be a
life-saving gift.



Spotlight on HRC
Elizabeth Graise, Transportation

Where are you originally from?
Port Gibson, MS

How long have you worked at HRC?
 23 years

Name one thing working at HRC has taught you.
“Be persistent”

 
If you could go back in time, what would you tell your 21-year old self?
Should have started working for the State sooner.  “But I was scared.”

What’s your favorite book or movie?
The Bible

Who has inspired you the most and how?
“My mom.  Teaching me how to be a young lady and how to stand on your own feet.  And

teaching me how to put God first.”

Do you have any secret talents?
 Singing.  She was once a worship leader at her church.

If you had to be shipwrecked on a deserted island, but all your human needs—such as food
and water—were taken care of, what two items would you want to have with you?

          TV and a book



Spotlight on HRC
Melvina Harper, Direct Care, Azalea Cottage

Where are you originally from?
 Chicago, IL

How long have you worked at HRC?
 Two weeks

What is something you’re hoping to gain while working at HRC?
“Just the level of expertise I’d need in this field…You have to have a heart and passion to work with

others with special needs.”

What’s the most interesting thing you’ve read or seen this week?
“How the world is changing.  Financial, inflation, gas, murder/suicide...all around the world.”

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
 In a leadership position

If you had to change your name, what would your new name be and why?
“Faith.  I’ve endured and conquered a lot during unforeseen times.  Still hanging on by faith.”

What is a talent or skill you wish you had? 
“Singing.  My husband and daughter are gifted singers.  God knew not to give me that because I

wouldn’t be humble with it.”  



GOING FOR THE GOLD!

Kisha Morgan is member of the Central Records Department at
HRC, but don't let her '9 to 5' fool you.  Ms. Morgan is an Olympic
champion.  
In June, Kisha competed in the 2022 Special Olympics in sunny
Orlando, FL.  She competed in the 100 - meter dash where she
earned a pin and in the long jump where she won a gold medal! 
 When asked how it felt to win she said, "It feels good when you
win."  
This was Kisha's ninth special olympics competition.  I asked her
what her favorite thing about competing in the special Olympics
was and she said, "I get to meet different people.  It keeps me in
shape."  
If you're looking for a way to support athletes such as Kisha, you
can donate on the website or become a volunteer.



GEORGE HARRISON

Mr. George Harrison was a former board
member of the MS Department of Mental
Health.  He served on the Board for 21
years and as President for three terms.  
 He was a former member of the
Governor’s Council on Developmental
Disabilities and on the State Plan
Advisory Council. George was very active
while a member of the Friends
Organization of North Mississippi
Regional Center in Oxford. He passed
away on June 6, 2022 in his hometown of
Coffeeville, MS.   

SARCOMA & BONE CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

Sarcomas are a rare group of cancers in which malignant cells form in the bones or
soft tissues of the body. 
Bone and joint cancer is most frequently diagnosed among teenagers, while soft tissue
cancers typically affect those 55 years or older.
Having certain inherited disorders can increase the risk for soft tissue sarcomas,
including retinoblastoma, tuberous sclerosis, Werner syndrome, and nevoid basal cell
carcinoma syndrome. Other risk factors for soft tissue sarcomas include past treatment
with radiation therapy for certain cancers; exposure to certain chemicals, such as
thorium dioxide, vinyl chloride, or arsenic; and long-term lymphedema in the arms or
legs.
Past treatment with radiation can increase the risk of osteosarcoma and other types of
bone cancers. (aacr.org) 

July has been designated as Sarcoma and Bone Cancer Awareness Month.  According to
the American Cancer Society:



Contact
100 Hudspeth Center Dr., Whitfield, MS 39193
601-664-6000
bel.ferguson@hrc.state.ms.us
www.hudspeth.info

Important July Dates
July 4:    Independence Day
July 5-8: Orientation
July 18-21: Orientation

Prepared by Timila Bell




